
F o r R o l e a s o A f t e r n o o n P a p o r s R-1147 
Motx&sf^ November 18,, 1940 ' 

» " ' • ' . . " ' . • , . • • • " " • • 

U. S , DEÎ ARTJSINT OF LABa< ', -
:'-. •';•' ' YLIGS nlF) HOUR DIVISION 

W a s h i n g t o n 

40 CENT MINIMUli RECOIir .ENDED FOR PORTABLE LAMP WORKERS 

A r e p o r t hy an i n d u s t r j ^ comi'aittoe rocomaond ing a mirdmum wage of 40 c e n t s 

an hour f o r a l l wago e a r n e r s i n "the p o r t a b l e lejap and she.de i n d u s t r y w a s roooi-vod 

todaj"- bj- C o l o n e l P h i l i p B, F l e m i n g , A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Yfago and Hour D i v i s i o n , 

N, S, Depa r tmen t of Labor , The r e p o r t was s i g n e d by Max Meyer , of New York , 

c h a i r m a n of t h e o o n r a i t t e e , and by a l l t h e e i g h t e e n members of t h o comipi-fctee i n 

r o g a r d t o t h e menuf a c t u r o of p o r t a b l e l a m p s , and bj/ 15 members of t h e commi t t ee 

i n r o g a r d t o t h o ipanudacturo of s h a d e s , - .„. 

I f a p p r o v e d by t h o A d m i n i s t r a t o r -the 40 c e n t r a t o w i l l i n c r e a s e -the w a g e s -of 

more t h e n h a l f t h o v /orkers i n t h i s i n d u s t r y , w h i c h onmloj/s a b o u t 1 0 , 0 0 0 men and 

women, a c c o r d i n g t o t ho Bureau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s , and v/hich i s l o c a t e d l a r g e l y 

i n Nov/ York , P h i l a d e l p h i a and C h i c a g o , 

The commi t tee r e q u e s t e d - that i f t h e Admdr.is t r a t o r app roved i t s rccommcni a t i o n , 

he d e f e r t h e c f f e c t i v o do-to u n t i l t h r e e m o n t h s a f t e r such a p p r o v a l , 

C o l o n o l F loming w i l l soon s c h e d u l e a p u b l i c hoci r ing on t h o c o m m i t t e e ' s 

r ecomiaenda t ions a t v /h ich any i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n m.ay a p p e a r . At t h e c l o s e of t h i s 

h e a r i n g , t h o A d m i n i s t r a t o r can c i t h e r a p p r o v e or disappro-ve t h e r ccomm.enda t ions . 

I f he a p p r o v e s , he v / i l l i s s u e a wage o r d o r h a v i n g tho f o r c e of l a i v . 

The P o r t a b l e Lamp and Slieidc I n d u s t r y ^o ro rd t toe i s t h e s e v e n t e e n t h r e p o r t i n g 

a r ecommenda t ion unde r S o c t i o n 8 of t h e Fe.ir Labor S t a n d a r d s Act v /h ich a u t h o r i z e s 

t h e A d D i i n i s t r a t o r t o a c t on t h e recomiviendations of i n d u s t r j / c o m m i t t e e s by 

a d v a n c i n g whole i n d u s t r i e s t c w a r d t h o 49—cent minimum g o a l of t h o lav.' whore t h i s 

c a n bo done w i t h o u t s u b s t a n t i a l l j / c u r t e d l i n g .employment, P ,v . 
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